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e have begun a new Chapter tradition! Our 

Color Guard Captain and past President Lee 

Thomasson brings a musket, cocked hat, and his 6-

pounder cannon ball to our meetings for the purpose 

of ‘initiating’ new members. In good-natured fun, 

each initiate (who agrees) looks somewhat as his 

ancestor may have, for a brief moment, and receives 

a picture he can use to announce his SAR 

membership to friends and family.  (Excerpt from 
President Bob O’Neal’s March Message) 
 

UtààÄxy|xÄw gtvà|váUtààÄxy|xÄw gtvà|váUtààÄxy|xÄw gtvà|váUtààÄxy|xÄw gtvà|vá    
 

any Americans believe that our ancestors beat 

the Redcoats solely through the 

implementation of “guerrilla-warfare” tactics.  

Though this may have been true at the battles of 

Lexington and Concord, it wasn’t until the 

Continental Army adopted European-style 

battlefield tactics that the Americans were finally 

able to stand up to the British in an all-out slugfest. 

Not surprisingly, as the war progressed, both 

armies evolved.  And though there were numerous 

similarities between the two armies, there remained 

some key differences.  See “Looking Back,” Page 7. 
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ompatriots!  Hear Ye, Hear Ye.  Don’t forget to 

attend the conference at the end of this month 

(April 24
th

 and 25
th

).  It will be held at the Red Lion 

Inn, located in Bellevue.  Come and meet SAR 

President General Lindsey Brock, and Treasurer 

General Michael Tomme.  The WA State SAR 

Annual Membership meeting will occur on 

Saturday morning at 9:15 AM.  See, “Chapter 

Meeting Highlights” for more information. 
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CHAPTER MEETINGS 

 

9:00 AM, THIRD SATURDAY OF THE 

MONTH, (Except for May Meeting) 

JOHNNY’S AT FIFE   

http://www.johnnysatfife.com/ 

5211 – 20th Street East 

Exit 137 (Directly off of I-5, in Fife) 
 

Next Meeting: 9 May 
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A: John Herr: Bronze Roger Sherman Award (Presented by President O’Neal) 

B: Paul Fullmer:       Supplemental (Presented by Genealogist Bob Parrish) 

C: Keith Weissinger: Supplemental (Presented by Genealogist Bob Parrish) 

 

                   A                              B                              C              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
 

 

April 24-25: WA State 

SAR Pacific District 

Conference at the Red 

Lion, Bellevue, WA 

 

April 25:  9:15 am, WA 

State SAR Annual Meeting 

(Color Guard, and all 

Compatriots) 

 

May 1 -2: WA State DAR 

2015 State Conference, 

Redmond Marriott (Booth, 

and Color Guard) 

 

May 9: Chapter Meeting 

(Second Saturday due to 

parade the following week) 

 

May 16: Armed Forces 

Day Parade, Bremerton 

(Color Guard, and all 

Compatriots) 

 

June 20: Chapter 

Meeting (Social breakfast 

meeting, with no Guest 

Speaker) 

 

In the Works: 

Presentation of a Flag 

Certificate and Good 

Citizenship Medal to the 

patriotic owners of Tacoma 

Screw Products, Inc 

 

 

 

The Sons of the American Revolution is the leading male 

lineage society that perpetuates the ideals of the war for 

independence.  As a historical, educational, and patriotic non-

profit corporation, we seek to maintain and expand the meaning 

of patriotism, respect for our national symbols, the value of 

American citizenship, and the unifying force of ‘e-pluribus 

unum’ that was created from the people of many nations – one 

nation and one people. 

 

Mr. Jim Johnson is the President of the Puget Sound Chapter of the 
Association of Professional Genealogists, as well as the Director of the 
Heritage Quest Research Library in Sumner, WA.  He has extensive 
knowledge and expertise in genealogical research, and travels throughout 
the Puget Sound Region on behalf of the library.  In addition to being a 
member of the Tacoma Pierce County Genealogical Society, he is also a 
member of the New England Historical Genealogical Society.  He is 
intimately familiar with “vital records,” Internet research, computer 
training, newspaper research, and NW city directories.  When he isn’t 
providing lectures, he can sometimes be found pursuing one of his more 
tranquil passions: Exploring cemeteries, and photographing tombstones. 

For information about the Library, go to: 
www.hqrl.com 
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               D                                            E                                                            F 

 

A:  Breakfast is Served;  B:  Historian Jerry Hull;  C:  President Bob O’Neal (Left) and Guest Speaker Jim 

Johnson;  D:  Skip Stephan (Prospective Member);  E:  Foreground, on right (seated), Harold Steenbergen, on 

left, John Landis;  F:  Left to Right, VP Weissinger, President Bob O’Neal, and Treasurer Rodger Dent. 

 

Compatriots! 

Be sure to attend the Pacific District Conference on 

24 – 25 April at the Red Lion Inn, Bellevue, WA 
 

The gathering will include SAR Members from all eight Washington State Chapters, in addition to 

Compatriots from Oregon and Alaska. 

 

The Washington State SAR Annual Meeting & Election of Officers will occur on Saturday, April 25, at 9:15 

AM.  There is NO COST to attend this meeting, and registration is not required. Walk-ins are welcome.  Come 

support Alexander Hamilton Chapter Compatriot, Chuck Waid, in his bid to become Vice-President. 

 

The Nominating Committee has identified the following slate for election: 

 
President :             Doug Nelson                                               Historian:             Allan Wenzel  
Vice President :       Chuck Waid                                                Chaplain :              Conrad Plyler  
Secretary :             Bill Ailes                                                     Registrar:              David Lasser  
Treasurer:             Craig Lawson                                              National Trustee:    John Ellingson Sr.  
Alternate Trustee :   Bob Doughty  
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ompatriots!  It’s time to dust off your Tri-corns, and evict the moths from your Regimental coats.  Parade 

season is upon us, so be sure to visit the gym often and shed those winter pounds. 

 

Recruiting is underway for the WA State SAR Color Guard Fife & Drum Corps.  The Color Guard is looking 

for Snare Drummers, Base Drummers, Fifers, and of course, Color Guardsmen.  In an effort to encourage 

participation, the Color Guard will supply you with a loaner uniform (hunting frock or Regimental, free of 

charge) until you’re able to purchase your own.  During this transition phase, as you “build” a uniform, we’ll 

also provide you with helpful tips and website addresses.  By the way, you needn’t be a military veteran to join 

our ranks.  All that is needed is the willingness and desire to bring history, education, and patriotism to the 

public.  Contact Commander Bob O’Neal ( mailto:wroneal@aol.com ), or Drum Major Viren Lemmer 

( mailto:lemmerz@yahoo.com ), if you’d like to “enlist.” 

 

Community OutreachCommunity OutreachCommunity OutreachCommunity Outreach    
 

he George Washington portrait, generously 

donated by Compatriot Bill Baxter to 

Washington Elementary School, hangs prominently 

in the main entrance foyer. 
 

 
 

 

utside the school, Music Teacher/SAR Color 

Guard member Viren Lemmer does his best 

to chop down a cherry tree.  Old Abe will have 

nothing to do with it, however. 

 

 
  

C
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Distinguished Members of the SAR 
 

Presidents of the United States: 

 

 
 

he following United States Presidents have 

been, or are members of the Sons of the 

American Revolution: 

 

Rutherford B. Hayes       Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

Benjamin Harrison         Harry S. Truman 

William McKinley          Dwight David Eisenhower 

Theodore Roosevelt        Lyndon Baines Johnson 

William Howard Taft      Gerald R. Ford 

Warren G. Harding        James E. Carter, Jr 

Calvin Coolidge             George H.W Bush 

Herbert Clark Hoover     George Walker Bush 

 

In addition, President Ulysses S. Grant, who died 

before the founding of the Sons of the American 

Revolution, was a member of the Society of Sons of 

Revolutionary Sires. 

T

Looking for Cannon Ball Contributors 

 

 
If you have a photograph, news item, or 

other pertinent piece of information regarding 
our Chapter, or its members...please email the 
editor of this Newsletter at: 
 

mailto:pauladan82@gmail.com 
 
If you’d like to write a short article about a 

particular subject, please contact the editor 
beforehand to ensure it is the appropriate 
length. I am, particularly, interested in short 
biographies about your patriot ancestor. 

CURRENT OFFICERS/ASSIGNMENTS 

 
President:                           Bob O’Neal 

Vice President:                     Keith Weissinger 

Secretary:                           Paul Adan 

Treasurer:                           Rodger Dent 

Chaplain:                            Mike England 

Genealogist:                        Bob Parrish 

Historian:                           Jerry Hull 

Trustee (Projects):                 Lee Thomasson  

Trustee (Fund Raising):         Paul Fullmer 

Immediate Past 

President:                           Russ Pringle 
 

 

Color Guard:                       Lee Thomasson 

Eagle Scouts:                       Lee Thomasson 

Flag Certificates:                  Bob Parrish 

JROTC/ROTC:                    Rodger Dent  

“The Cannon Ball” Editor:       Paul Adan  

Veteran’s Services:               Bob Parrish 

“In framing a government which 
is to be administered by men over 
men, the great difficulty lies in 
this: you must first enable the 
government to control the 

governed; and in the next place, 
oblige it to govern itself.” 

 

Alexander Hamilton 
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Presidents Grover Cleveland, Richard Nixon, Bill 

Clinton, and Barack Obama had or have qualifying 

lineage but did not join the Sons of the American 

Revolution. 

 

* Presidents Woodrow Wilson, John F. Kennedy, 

and Ronald Reagan did not have qualifying lineage. 

All U.S. Presidents not mentioned above died prior 

to the founding of the SAR in 1889. 

 

Military and Public Figures: 

 

n addition to the individuals identified above, the 

following other prominent members of the 

military have been, or are members of the Sons of 

the American Revolution: 

 

General of the Armies, John J. Pershing; 

General Darius N. Couch, Union Army (Civil War); 

Admiral of the Navy, George Dewey, hero of the 

Battle of Manila Bay; 

Fleet Admiral, William F. “Bull” Halsey; 

General of the Air Force, Henry “Hap” H. Arnold; 

Astronaut, Alan B. Shepard, Jr 

 

SAR rosters have also included such international 

members as Sir Winston Churchill of England, and 

King Juan Carlos I of Spain. 

 

Reprinted from the NASSAR Handbook (Volume 

7, pages 8 – 10). 
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Question 1:    Which American General is shown 

in the following painting? 

 

 
 

A:    General George Washington 

B:    General Nathanael Greene  

C:    General Charles Lee 

D:    General Horatio Gates 

 

 

Question 2:    What is the name of the firearm, 

pictured above? 

 

A:     1763 Charleville French Musket 

B:     Kentucky Long Rifle 

C:     British Brown Bess Musket 

D:     Bushmaster AR-15. 

 

 

Question 3:    How inaccurate (in feet) was the 

Brown Bess Musket, when fired at a target that was 

120 yards away?  

 

A:    5 feet  

B:    2 feet 

C:    8 feet 

D:    3 feet 

 

 

Answers to the quiz are listed on the bottom of 

page 8. 

I

 

Attention! 

Vice-President Keith Weissinger is still 

looking for volunteers to serve as “New 

Member Guides.”  Send him an email if 

you’re interested. 

kweiss47@comcast.net 

When researching your genealogy, the 

Northwest Room of the Tacoma Public 

Library is a great resource. 

www.tacomapubliclibrary.org 
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UtààÄxUtààÄxUtààÄxUtààÄx@@@@Y|xÄw gtvà|váY|xÄw gtvà|váY|xÄw gtvà|váY|xÄw gtvà|vá    
 

he tactics used by the British army during the 

Revolutionary War were essentially the same as 

the those it had used for decades, in countless 

battles, on the open fields of the European 

Continent.  In part, they were an outgrowth of a 

glaring deficiency in the army’s primary infantry 

weapon, the Brown Bess musket.   

Like all muskets in the 1700s, the Brown Bess 

was highly inaccurate because it lacked a rifled 

barrel.  Even at its effective range of 50 yards, the 

only way a troop formation could inflict significant 

casualties upon the enemy was by achieving a high 

volume of fire.  But this was easier said than done! 

 

 
 

The practical solution to the problem was the 

adoption of the three-ranked troop formation.  

When employed in battle, the troops were required 

to march at a quick-step until they were within 

effective range of the enemy.  Once they had 

arrived at this point, the various platoons would 

deliver rolling volleys of shots, over and over, until 

the enemy’s formation finally showed signs of 

breaking.  At such time, the Redcoats would charge 

with fixed bayonets. 

Although the British “Brass” were convinced that 

three ranks was the most effective way of delivering 

massed firepower, the tactic was controversial.  

Apparently, even though the third rank could 

theoretically deliver 50 percent more firepower to 

the formation, there was also evidence that many of 

the casualties in the first and second ranks were due 

to the muskets of those in the third rank.  Thus, after 

many years of using the three-rank formation, the 

British finally adopted a two-rank formation. 

he evolution of American battlefied-tactics was 

also gradual.  When the Revolutionary War 

began in 1775, American troops lacked the 

discipline and training that was needed to stand toe-

to-toe against the highly trained Redcoats.  At first, 

the Patriots were only capable of fighting from 

behind trees and rock walls. General Israel Putman 

acknowledged this trepidation, before the Battle of 

Bunker Hill, when he famously said that 

“Americans are not at all afraid for their heads, 

though very much afraid for their legs; if you cover 

them they will fight forever.”  

Unfortunately, this kind of bravery, though 

capable of delivering victory in the occasional 

battle, would not be enough to win the war.  The 

Patriots learned this lesson the hard way during the 

first years of the war.  It wasn’t until 1778, during 

the grim winter at Valley Forge, that the Americans 

finally learned how to stand up to the Redcoats.  

Thankfully, Baron von Steuben showed them how. 

According to his manual, a company was to be 

formed in “two ranks, at one pace distance, with the 

tallest men in the rear, and both ranks sized, with 

the shortest men of each in the centre.  A company 

thus drawn up is to be divided into two platoons.” 

This battle formation proved to be a winning ticket 

for the beleaguered Americans. 

 

 
 

T
T
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here were fifty-six signers of the Declaration of 

Independence.  Here is a brief overview of 

what became of these men both during, and after the 

war: 

 

* Eight men died before the war ended in 1783.  

Two of these died within a year of July 4, 1776.  

One of the two (John Morton) died of natural 

causes, the other (Button Gwinnett) in a duel. 

 

* Nearly all of those who lived beyond the war-

years went on to hold state office, either in the 

Legislatures or the Judiciaries.  Seven men became 

State Governors, and five would participate in the 

Constitutional Convention (in 1787). 

 

* Samuel Chase was appointed to the Supreme 

Court by President Washington, but he was 

impeached 8 years after his tenure began. In the 

end, he was acquitted during the Senate trial. 

 

 

 
 

* Thomas Jefferson and John Adams, the longest 

living signers, both died on July 4
th

 1826, the 

jubilee year of America’s independence. 

 

* Seven signers served as soldiers during the war, 

and two of these (Wolcott and Lewis Morris) fought 

on the front lines during major campaigns. 

 

* Four men were captured by the British during the 

war.  Three of these (Rutledge, Heyward, and 

Middleton) spent several years in captivity.  Richard 

Stockton was taken captive in 1776, and renounced 

American independence while he was confined.   

 

 
 

* Several of the signers, who lived near the fighting, 

witnessed the plundering and destruction of their 

homes. 

 

* Robert Morris, the financier who is remembered 

for the crucial role he played in supplying the 

Continental Army during the war, continued to 

grow his wealth.  He later became one of the richest 

men in America, if not THE richest.  

 

* John Dickinson, the man who opposed John 

Adams at every turn, left Congress after the vote for 

independence.  He commanded a militia battalion 

for three months, but resigned when his men lost 

confidence in him.  He later took up arms as a 

Private in a militia company.  After the war, he 

returned to the political arena and did quite well. 

 

* Samuel Adams eventually became Governor of 

Massachusetts. 

 

 

 

Answers to Quiz: 1 – B, 2 – C, 3 – A  

T


